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SAFE MARINA, BROOME 
CANE TOAD 

Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.57 pm]:  I recently asked a question of the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure regarding the Government’s progress and intentions for the construction of a safe 
marina in Broome.  Although the minister conceded that Broome had the third highest level of boat registration 
in the State, she indicated that private boat ownership was lower than the state average, the inference being that 
this somehow reduces the priority for constructing such a facility.  The minister failed to acknowledge that this 
very lack of a safe harbour for privately owned boats restricts boat ownership.  This is an issue that is of 
significant importance to the people of Broome.  Those who live there are demanding that action be taken on 
their behalf to provide them with the necessary infrastructure to create a safe marina to allow them the necessary 
security of a safe harbour, which is required before they make the investment to acquire a boat. 

Broome is located in the heart of the cyclone belt of this State.  It is not a case of if a cyclone will hit Broome 
but, rather, when it hits, how strong it will be and how much damage it will inflict.  Cyclone Rosetta claimed 
eight boats when she swept her destructive path through Broome recently.  This issue is about the protection of 
property and the necessary provision of a safe marina by the State Government for the residents of Broome and, 
indeed, the visitors, as it is a very attractive harbour - or would be to people from South East Asia. 

In 2002 the Department for Planning and Infrastructure produced a site selection report with a preferred option 
for an inland boat harbour with an entrance at Riddell Point.  Some two years later this is now mired in the 
public consultation process, particularly in determining indigenous and environmental interests, and has been 
handballed to the Broome local planning strategy steering committee, which is considering a range of short, 
medium and long-term options to provide protected moorings.  This form of procrastination must end.  The 
people of Broome need a safe harbour now, not in another two, five or even 10 years.  The information collected 
by the Department for Planning and Infrastructure should be sufficient upon which to base its decision.  Quite 
frankly, the self-interest groups who do not adequately consider the needs of others should not be allowed to 
delay the provision of safe harbour facilities.  The minister should make the decisions that are her responsibility 
and not delay this important issue.  

Another issue that has arisen in my electorate and that has the potential to be a problem of great proportions, and 
of which I think many people are aware, concerns the Bufo marinus, the cane toad.  This environmental disaster 
on four legs is no native to Australia.  In 1935, 102 toads were released into cane fields in Gordonvale in 
Queensland with the view to controlling scarab, or cane beetles, in sugarcane plantations.  As it turned out, the 
cane toad could not climb and its life cycle did not coincide with that of the cane beetle, which did not come 
down to the ground from the sugarcane.  The cane toads did not eat the beetles, but they ate everything else.  To 
make matters worse, there is no real natural predator of the cane toad in Australia.  It has a very effective defence 
against anything that annoys it or tries to eat it in that it releases a poison through its skin.  The laying of up to 
60 000 eggs a year by one cane toad evokes a scary scenario and makes the addressing of this issue very 
important.  No-one in Australia has died from cane toad poisoning but people overseas have died from either 
attempting to eat them or, I believe, from consuming soup made from boiled toad eggs.  Cane toads are also 
poisonous to pets.  I believe that in Hawaii up to 50 dogs die each year from mouthing cane toads.  It is well 
documented in Australia that native fauna is killed by eating or mouthing cane toads.  That includes goannas, 
freshwater crocodiles, tiger snakes, dingoes and western quoll.  

People from all sides of the political and scientific spectrum have agreed that the cane toad is a pest of 
astronomical proportions.  It has so far established itself in areas from Sydney to Darwin.  Although much of this 
population expansion has occurred in the tropics, it is necessary to point out that Sydney is at latitude 33 degrees 
45 south while that of Perth is 32 degrees 04 south.  In other words, Perth is closer to the tropics than Sydney is.  
In September 2004, Peter Mawson, a zoologist with the Department of Conservation and Land Management, 
issued a warning that cane toads would enter Western Australia within three years.  That was quickly followed 
by a report in The West Australian of 25 October that he had revised his prediction down to one year.  In light of 
that, we could be excused for asking what the Government is doing about this problem, given that it is public 
knowledge that the cane toads will establish themselves in Western Australia.  The only question for many years 
has been: when will that occur?   

The Department of Agriculture is taking this issue extremely seriously.  Several questions on the topic were 
raised during the 2004-05 budget estimates committee.  One question was as follows - 

How is the board responding to the predicted advance of cane toads in Western Australia?  What 
appropriation has been made, or is proposed, to address the cane toad threat?  
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Mr Delane of the Department of Agriculture replied - 

We have no specific measures to deal with cane toads other than the strict quarantine measures already 
in place, including a full-time quarantine checkpoint near the Western Australian border east of 
Kununurra.  Through a small investment by the Department of Agriculture and the Agriculture 
Protection Board in the national Cooperative Research Centre for Pest Animal Control, the centre is 
looking at potential biological control agents for cane toads.  There are no obvious options at present, 
but the scientists, largely based in Canberra, are working on finding an option.   

Hon Norman Moore has also put questions to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.  I believe that 
a working group was to have reported in October on the advancement towards eradicating the cane toad.  After 
reading a report in the Broome Advertiser of 28 October, it would appear that the working party did not produce 
a ready and practical solution, either for the long or short term, and that we will have to rely on Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation research into genetically engineered agents to prevent the 
metamorphosis of tadpoles to toads.  I am fully aware of the seriousness with which the Department of 
Agriculture views this situation.  I am sure that everyone is aware, certainly those in the north, that it is an 
extremely serious situation when a major disaster is about to hit and there is no definite plan to avert it.  It will 
not do us any good to ask why we have not learnt from the Queensland experience.  Perhaps, in retrospect, we 
should have been proactive years ago.  However, we definitely have to bite the bullet and substantially increase 
the funding we give to the CSIRO so that it can take any necessary measures in its endeavour to eradicate this 
scourge before the Kimberley is irreparably damaged.  I know that the Minister for Agriculture is taking this on 
board.  I would certainly be interested in speaking about this matter again and of putting some questions to the 
minister so that everyone can be brought up-to-date and so that, if possible, some of the fears that are so 
correctly widespread in the Kimberley community can be allayed.   
 


